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The Gjilan/Gnjilane City Park

The City Park project restored what was once a park to a new city park. At over one
hectare, the new park is a major resource for Gjilan. With walks, benches, shaded
areas, tree plantings, a large playground, and playing areas, it is Gjilan's main park
and recreation area. Balkan Sunflowers implemented the project under the UNDP
VERP program, funded by the European Union, with further major support from UNMIK
and the International Organization for Migration TMK program.

Most trees were cut down in
Bl | the early 1990s; the park

. was neglected until restored
in 2000.

“As a result of the conflict
in Kosovo and
compounded years of
neglect, the Gjilan
Municipal Park is
overgrown, littered with
trash and debris, and in
overall disrepair. The
entire park is strewn with

y . B ek . litter, two areas have
partlcularly heavy concentratlons of waste. These areas have become illegal dumping
sites. Throughout the park, grass and weeds are overgrown. There are fallen trees
and standing snags, as well as scattered deposits of dead brush on the ground.” From
the UNDP VERP program project proposal.

BSF volunteer Hugo Ortega, from Australia, saw the need for a park and began an
intense three-month effort to find the funding. With commitments from the UNDP VERP
program, UNMIK, and IOM supporting the large fence construction element, as part of
a training program with TMK, the project could begin. Three months later, 2 November
2000, the park opened on time and on budget.
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The land was cleaned, sculpted, planted; fences
and stairs were installed.
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Welding and grinding the fences.
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The base of a never built swimming pool became At thegroundbreaklng Dr. Bernard Kouchner,
a football practice area. UN Kosovo head, plants a tree.

Walks and park benches throughout the one Thechlldren S playground included sand pit,
hectare park area. climbing toys, swings.

Kamer Asllani, co- managerof the prOJect front
center; Hugo Ortega at the rear left.

The banner reads “Peace in Kosovo”.

Walkway with playground in the background
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OPINION/LETTERS

y Ad Seoms io Claim That Rats May Be Burcauerars

3. bazed emergy conservalion; Any-
thieng thas makes i mose efficient
is all to the good and saves not
only natural mesources but also
money. Bt dou’t expect such of -
forts o have a le infla
ence oo sex ice, plackers o the
ongoing rise of sea levels.

Aund don't count on a h.}:ﬂfn:m
wcanamy io help us reduce the use
of fossll fuele. On the conrary,

producing  lydrogen  requaras

Soif human activitica do load to
a slight warming of the climase in
this centary, it makes move sense
0 miapt and enjoy the wanmer
\liﬂﬁ:ﬂm bamknipt our econ-
omy damage econamc
sysiem of the warld. .

The writér i emerineg prafes-
sov of euviromaiedtn sciencey of
it Umiversny af Viegiade ool a
Sformer director af the U5, Weanh.
er Satellite Service, He conerib-
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gious amounts of energy
m Tegsil fuels or nuslear e

actors, making it costly as weil.

wred Wiy comement tp the futers
naitonal Herald Tribume,
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“Mad Cow' Disease

b report " Mad Cow' Ds-
od Sheep?' (Aug, 3/ ):
nesds r.-mracan?: Prions
J e normal prodedns present
be human body whose
mle is unknown, 1t i3 an
n (Prifrezcr PrPsc) tha has
a8 an infectious agent, bat
aof for thiz,
bere any prool that bovine
of ""mad

ummmmm—urw
—Mas & vanant af
nh, diseaze o any olber

M'.,Jm Collinge and hix
be'Prion Uit of Britain’s
wch Council,  citead in the
cantiog. ax iz the matinical
“l.uummnl‘!}b.umm

haif o million cases of (human) wCID"* wil]
wecur evermaally in Britain,

The search for the couse of CID, wans-
migsible spongifonm encephalopathy, BSE
anid prion dizeacer has been going oa for
neasly foar decades without sucooss, The
Incubarion periods [or these discases are
unkpown and there ia oo theragy.

The Nobel Prize has boen awanded twice

lor the sme e, the slow-virux {D.
Carleton Gajdugak) cum prion [(Stanley
Praginer). wi phipsiologicul, infeciive

of any rode is enproven 5o this day.

There are, , loes of circumytan-
laal :_vid:n:;:;d many theories and sap-
positions, one hopes will eventally
resolve these iasees,

SEROE DUCKIETT.
Philadelphia.
e writer {1 cverirs  professor of

nenropatialogy, Jefferzon Medical Col-
fege of the Thomas fefersor Univertiy,

m__i‘_'-—'—'m_

In a Kosovo City Park,
A Small Ray of Hope

By Kanid Engel

RISTINA, Kotova — At the
groundbreaking ceremany for
the resioration of the Gjilane eity
park, Bermnard Kowchner, the hoasl
of the Unied Natgns mission
hare, susd, ““This i the hnp]mal
day of my life in Kosovo," D
Kouchaer was maved by a gheam
of hope from Giilase, In a highly
visthle project,  Albanians and
Serbs were 1o work together.
The ceremany included Higo
Orrega, 21, an Australian volun-
teer aid worker, who doggedly put

MEANWHILE

this peoject wogether. Mi. Onega
R been imrasuced wm Unived
Naijons Dewel
the lead danoe, by Mmr [n
Lthg;e of the LS, Army. Major

Hg,c propoded & work crew of

thl!ll:f

""Ma way," we sxid “Youa're
imsane, " Of course, Myr. Ontega and
ar widumicer onganizalion
Sunflowers were fully commiced
1o the concept — sameélime in the
fupare, We belicved i1 myposailie
naw; we knew (Do many widows,
a5 well as farbers and cons, who
had lost loved ones in bast year's
“*ethnic ing.”" Wlamy of our
work crow had paffered awiul
losses. All have painful memories
l'rm the lum of Burm

rmnlhw Wolands are srul:w,
hatreds chose to the surface. Bot we
ta explore the possibilicy.
Mr. Ortega had began bo work
with Kosovar refogees in Aus-
tradia. There he mel Luljsta, a
Konovar Albanian refugee, and
ey bevanye engaged, In Novem-
ber came to Kosovo and
Joined Balkan Suaflowers, They
moved jnlo the Konvik: Center,
refuges housing in Gijilane, not far
froem Laljeta’s village; here they
engaged in children's aclivities:
English classes, play, art, spocts
and nurvery school, Totally lm-
mersed, Mr. Orega leamned Al
banion as few relief workers do,
We expecied the mixed work
crew idea o fall apan
when i bu Nk :ﬂjq:r. Wa
met ihe ian §pokesman in
Cjidang to discuss parts
Serbian workers. Yex, he said, he
wanicd that, W caid that the work
force woabd include a crew from
the Kasovo Prowction Carps, vel=
enans of the Kosovo Libention
Army that had fonght against Ser«

bia. Gocd, he tasd, thar will be
betier protection than the peace-
lwmms faree KFOR can pruvide
Wit met with Shaban Wuslju,
the Gjilane rea mi
chicf of staff for u:pr?rﬁemu
that we hoped 1o 1::; Serbing
perticipation in BjetL
Good, he said, Wtwlﬂigviurk
with minoritics, ax long 33 they
were ot individaals invelved in
ihe ethaic cleansing. This was nai
going as we expecied. Wauld he
miect with the Serbian spokesper.
sen? OF course, Mr. Musliu said

We inerviewed proapective
widkers ot & US. KFOR ssaliom
near the Serbian maighborhood.
Few came. Mo Serb ahowed up for
the first few days of work, I
E:ﬂniﬂl:prah' t seeimicd over,
e ;Jmn_:p :rll}.l CONCERLTIN &a
1 elf, & ma 1
with 100 warkers. BWSAR

Then !-'Inéo( Michael Faley
found three Serbs who wanted o
work. We admired iheir br.nc::r
30 fewred for their safery. Mo
Ortega beld bavo mectings with the
Altmnian workers, He sid that in
Giilane, bn this park. these workers
wonld help decide the faner=. Mr.
Muzliv sasl that the KPC suppoe-
weda mu:c-:l-qrmr;l? WOrk g

The workers had the opporia-
aity 1o express their feefings and
ask guestions. One former KLA

had lost family during fhe
ethabe cleansing lemor camgpagin
He nevertheless wanied 3 fuiure
without hatred. Anather veacran,
whess father and brother wers
killed, saad that he was willing 10
plant & tee with a Serb.

People sald there would be
lroubde if recognized 4 crim-
imal. When Myr. Omega said the
st thres Serbian workén were
women the tension diggalved: in
At mament, e workess realized
they conild make this firs) siep.
During the women's [irst days on
the crew, Albanian workers aften
azked them, OelEnes i Ser-
bian, if Il'lf.‘)' were all right. or if
they needed water or food

It is ble there will be act-
ks, Wee are nevertheless moved
grm.til: courage of these Iv:

Heps dne being
mﬂw.dc-s;nl-:#mﬁu:mdh:u:d
Ihat continee b0 haumi so many.
5 The Pﬂﬂﬁﬂfﬂ;ﬂ#}m Fair-
gl g L ErE,
conmribrned thiz commens b the
Tuterraaiiowsl Herald Tritume

Lhe é‘bﬁv_e' article appeared in the International Herald Tribune.
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