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The Gjilan/Gnjilane City Park 
 
 
The City Park project restored what was once a park  to a new city park.  At over one 
hectare, the new park is a major resource for Gjilan.  With walks, benches, shaded 
areas, tree plantings, a large playground, and playing areas, it is Gjilan's main park 
and recreation area.  Balkan Sunflowers implemented the project under the UNDP 
VERP program, funded by the European Union, with further major support from UNMIK 
and the International Organization for Migration TMK program. 
 

Most trees were cut down in 
the early 1990s; the park 
was neglected until restored 
in 2000. 
 
“As a result of the conflict 
in Kosovo and 
compounded years of 
neglect, the Gjilan 
Municipal Park is 
overgrown, littered with 
trash and debris, and in 
overall disrepair.  The 
entire park is strewn with 
litter, two areas have 

particularly heavy concentrations of waste. These areas have become illegal dumping 
sites.  Throughout the park, grass and weeds are overgrown.  There are fallen trees 
and standing snags, as well as scattered deposits of dead brush on the ground.” From 
the UNDP VERP program project proposal. 
 
BSF volunteer Hugo Ortega, from Australia, saw the need for a park and began an 
intense three-month effort to find the funding. With commitments from the UNDP VERP 
program, UNMIK, and IOM supporting the large fence construction element, as part of 
a training program with TMK, the project could begin. Three months later, 2 November 
2000, the park opened on time and on budget. 
 

  
Welding and grinding the fences. The land was cleaned, sculpted, planted; fences 

and stairs were installed. 
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The base of a never built swimming pool became 
a football practice area. 
 

At the groundbreaking, Dr. Bernard Kouchner, 
UN Kosovo head, plants a tree. 

  
Walks and park benches throughout the one 
hectare park area. 
 

The children’s playground included sand pit, 
climbing toys, swings. 

  
Kamer Asllani, co-manager of the project front 
center; Hugo Ortega at the rear left. 
 

Playground swings being constructed. 

  
Walkway with playground in the background The banner reads “Peace in Kosovo”.  
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The above article appeared in the International Herald Tribune. 
 


