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OPINION/LETTERS

y Ad Seems to Claim That Rats May Be Bureaucrats

# & &R
NO, NO, WE MEA
“STAR"
HOT RATS
oo JUST K UTILE SCLECTV
e s N

“WREHEAR ROABRER.

bascd cnergy conservation; any-
thing that makes us mare efficient
is all to the good and saves not
only natural resources but also

. money, But don’t expect such ef-

forts to have 2 noticeable infle-
ence o0 sea ice, glaciers or the
angoing rise of sea levels.

And don't count on a hydrogen
economy o help us reduce the use
of fossil fuels. On the contrary,
producing  hydrogen  requires
?mdigiaus amounts of cnergy
“from' fossil fuels or nuclear re-

" actors, making it costly as well.

Soif human activitics do lead to
a slight warming of the climata in
this century, it makes more sense
to adapt and eajoy the warmer
winters than bankrupt our econ-
omy and damage the economic
system of the world, b

The writer s emeritus profes-
sor of emvironmental sciences ar
the Umniversity of Vieginig and a
Jormer director of the U.S. Weath-
er Satellite Service, He contrib-
uted this comment to the Inter-
national Herald Trilune,

JITOR

“Mad Cow’ Disease

he report ** "Mad Cow" Dis-
ad Sheep?'" (Aug. 31):
necds clanfication. Prions
Jare normal proteing present
he human body whose
role is unknown. It is an
o
-as an infectious agent, but
of for this.
bere’ any proof that bovine
sephalopathy (BSE or **mad
is caused by abnormal pri-
transmitted o man — arany

reature —
wh disease “or any other

(PrPresor PrPsc) that has

—Tas a varant of

by, John Collinge and his
he Prion Unit of Britain's

wch Council, :cited in the
osition, as.is the swmtstical

o

'._tmet' 136,000 1o

i = -

e

half a million cases of (human) wCID"* will
occur eventually in Britain.

‘The search for the cause of CJD, wans-
missible spongiform encephalopathy, BSE
on diseases has been going on for
four decades without success. The
incubation periods for these diseazes are
unknown and there is no therapy.

The Mobel Prize has been awarded twice
for the same
Carleton Gaj
Prusiner), whose physiological, infective
or any role is unproven (o this day.

~ There are, however, lots of circumstan-
tial evidence and many theories and su
pasitions, which one hopes will eventually
resolve these issues.

roduct, the slow-virus (D,
k) cum prion (Staniey

SERGE DUCKETT.
Philadelphia.

The writer is cmeritus professor of
nenropathalogy, Jefferson Medical Col-
lege of the Thomas Jefferson University,

In a Kosovo City Park,
A Small Ray of Hope

By Ramil Engel

RISTIHA, Kosove — At the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the restoration of the Gjilane city
park, Bérnard Kouchner, the head
of the United Mations mission
here, said, “*This is the hay piest
day of my life in Kosovo."" Dy,
Kouchner was moved by a gleam
of hope from Gjilane. In a highly
visible project, Albanians and
Serbs were Lo work wogether.
The ceremony included Hugo
Orega, 23, an Australian volun-
teeraid worker, who dogpedly put

MEANWHILE

this project together. Mr. Ortey
!{.ad been El:m?uced to the u.mﬂ
Nations Development Frogram,
the lead donor, by Major Dan
LePage of the U.S. Army. Major
LePage proposed a work crew of
mixed ethnicity.

Mo way," we said “You're
insane."" Of course, Mr. DnaBgaand
our volumeer organization Balkan
Sunflowers were fully commited
o the concepl — sometime in the
funers. We believed it impossible
now; we knew (00 many widows,
as well as fathers and sons, who
had lost loved ones in last year's
“‘gthnic cleansing.”” Many of our
work crew had suffered awiful
losses, All have painful memories
from the 10 years of Belgrade-
imposed apartheid and the three-
month terror. Wounds are still raw,
hatreds close 1o the surface. But we
agreed to explore the ibility.

Mr. Ortega had begﬁs:n wt;fk
with Kosovar refugees in Aus-
trafia. There he met Lolja, a
Kosovar Albanian refugee, and
they became engaged. In Novem-
ber

B m?ﬂﬁme 1o Kosovo and
joined Balkan Sunflowers. They
moved imo the Konvikt Center,
refugee housing in Gjilane, not far
from Laljera’s village; here they
engaged in children's activides:
English classes, play, am, sports
and nursery school. Totlly im-
mersed, Mr. Ortega leamed Al-
banian as few relief workers do.
We expected the mixed work
crew idea lo fall apant mphdwlry
wiven it bu into reality. We
met the Serblan spokesman in
Gjilane to dismss‘paﬂj:ipnlim of
Serbian workers. Yes, he said, he
wanted that, We said that the work
force would include a crew from
the Kosovo Protection Corps, vet-
erans of the Kosovo Libemation
Army that had fought against Ser-

bia. Good, he said. that will be
benter prodection than the peace-
keeping force KFOR can provide.

We met with Shaban Musliu.
the Gjilane arca spokesman and
chief of staff for the KPC, We said
that we hoped o have Serbian
participation in the roject,
Good, he said, we m;ﬂ ﬁlam-k
with minorities, as iong as they
were not individeals invalved in
the ethnic cleansing. Thiz was not
going as we expected. Would he
meet with the Serbian spokesper-
son? OF course, Mr. Musliv said.

We interviewed prospective
workers at a U5, KFOR siation
near the Serbian neighborhood.
Few came. No Serb showed up for
the first few days of work. That

art of the project seemed over.

r. Oricga could concentrate on
the park iself. a major project
with 100 workers,

Then Major Michasl Foley
found three Serbs who wanied o
work, We admired their bravery
and feared for their saferv. Mr,
Ortega held two meetings with the
Albanian warkers. He said rthat in
Gijilane, in this park, these workers
would hc!p decide the fumare. Mr.
Musliu said that the KPC suppor-
ted a mixed-ethnicity work ciow,

The workers had the opporiu-
nity to express their feelings and
ask questons. One former BLA
member had lost family during the
ethnic cleansing temror campaign.
He nevertheless wanted a fuiure
without hatred. Another veicran,
whose father and brother were
killed, said that he was willing 1o
plant a trec with a Serb.

Pli;obg[er said there would be
trouble ¢ mgm.wd a crime
inal. Wlmm Ontega said the
[irst three Serbian workers were
women the ension dissolved: in
that moment, the workers realized
they could make this first step.
During the women"s first days on
the crew. Albanian workers often
asked them, sometimes in Ser-
bian, if they were all right, or if
ﬂﬂ:'-ly needed water or food.

L is ible there will be set-
backs, We are nevertheless moved
by the courage of these people.
Small steps are being taken in
Kosovo, despite the fear and hatred
thar continue 1o haunt 50 many,

The writer, the Kosove coor-
dinator for Balkan Sunflowers,
camrifured this commenr 1o the
Inrernational Herald Tribune
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