
There are many ònew beginningsó in the Learning Centers: the rededication and expansion of 

existing programs in Gracanica and Plemetina villages, in Kosovo; the opening of the new 

center in Fushe Kosove/Kosovo Polje; the beginning of peer tutor programs; the launch of new 

assessment tools to support the Learning Centersõ growth; the inclusion of hundreds of more 

children in daily learning activities; and each new beginning that a child makes ð learning, 

learning to learn, gaining confidence, and succeeding in school. 

Balkan Sunflowersõ programs for children in marginalized 

communities became, officially, the Learning Centers Net-

work on 1 February 2008, with new support from the Sun-

shine Lady Foundation, a United States foundation.  The 

Sunshine Lady Foundation provided the means to begin to 

realize a long-held dream ð a strong and growing pro-

gram for children who face the greatest obstacles in post-

conflict Kosovo society. They are children from mostly very 

poor families, historically excluded, discriminated against, 

lacking means for school clothing, books, and paper; they 

may not speak the language of the school; their parents 

may stop them from going to school when they are humili-

ated by a teacher or teased by another child, or when they have no warm clothes against the 

cold in an under-heated classroom. 

New beginnings means they get extra help é  to learn the alphabet, to learn their arithmetic, 

to finish homework, to believe they can learn, to develop social skills, and to have fun learning. 

Learning CentersñNew Beginnings 

Sunshine Lady Foundation Supports the Sunflowers 

Balkan Sunflowers is honored and deeply privileged to be supported by the Sunshine Lady 

Foundation, headquartered in Wilmington, North Carolina. BSF was visited in the fall 2007, by 

Mr. Bill Brill, who has long associations with Kosovo, as well as being a long-time friend of the 

President of the Foundation, Ms. Doris Buffett. With Mr. Brill, BSF Coordinator Rand Engel sub-

sequently visited Ms. Buffett. Though the primary topic was the program in Kosovo, Ms. Buffett 

and Mr. Engel were also able to discuss their common hometown, Omaha, Nebraska. 

From the Sunshine Lady Foundation website: òThe SUNSHINE LADY Foundation, Inc. is a private 

family foundation established in the fall of 1996 through the vision and determination of foun-

der and President, Doris Buffett. Ms. Buffett has worked for many years on behalf of battered 

women and their children, as an advocate, fund-raiser, board member and community organ-

izer. A primary focus of the Foundation is to continue, develop and enhance efforts to end do-

mestic violence. Additional funding priorities of the Foundation include primary education, 

scholarships and families in crisis.ó 

In front of one of the Plemetina 
Learning Centers buildings. 
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The Learning Centers Network implements 

programs to make school possible and suc-

cessful for children.  

The main programs are: 

Pre-Primary School Program. The pre-

primary activities include games and songs, 

learning letters and numbers, socializing, and 

beginning to be comfortable in the language 

spoken in school ð which is often not the lan-

guage the children speak at home. World-

wide studies demonstrate that preschool and 

kindergarten programs significantly improve 

school success.  For socially disadvantaged 

children, the potential benefit is profound. 

Language Club. Games, songs, cartoons, ex-

ercises, reading, and conversation are all 

meant to help children become verbal in the 

language of their school. Children in the first 

two years of primary school take part in this 

program.  

Homework Help. Children come every day to 

work through lessons, and learn the principles 

behind what they need to know in school. 

They receive personal help to do their home-

work. Children who are not ready for school 

are often quickly discouraged from attending, 

and will stop going in their first few grades. 

Homework help can be crucial in keeping 

them in school.  

Peer Tutoring. Youth who are in or have fin-

ished secondary school are trained and sup-

ported to work with the younger children. 

They learn not only teaching skills, but are 

supported for their own school work.  

Activities. Games, sports, arts, music are part 

of center activities ð though the emphasis re-

mains on school. Teens use space in some cen-

ters for after school programs. Centers can 

sponsor festivals for holidays, art exhibits, 

music and dance groups, for example. 

Support. A snack or hot food is served daily 

to children, an important contribution to many 
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Repairs at the FKP Learning 
Center prepare it for the 
children to begin. 

Working with words 
in a òpocket chartó. 
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