Volunteer in the Balkans
By Rand Engel

nightly news presented 2 steacy siream of
heart-rending images. What could Ido to help
in Kosovo? | had no experience in relief work. As
a business consultant and, , I'd worked in
stressful situations in Asie. Perhaps, T hopad, my
organizational cxperience would be useful, 50 1
mnhdumwmdkl&nwmahtnﬁ&mp—
nizations, No responss.

But when 1 cmiled an inquicy 10 Ballan
Sunflowers (BSF), | recelved a quick reply.
Althougls the details on what I would be doing
were thetchy, 1 was invited to come to Albania

Balkan Sunflowers was the inspirarion of Wam
Kat, 3 Dutch peace activist with Jong and varied
experience in the wars of the foomer Yugoslvia.
Hix Croatis diary, an almost Internet repart
during the carlier war, had been by thou-
sands. It éven caught the steention of Al Gote, who
cited. Kat'’s efforts a3 an example of the difference
individuals can make in the world,

In fite Juna 1 fiew from Baston ko Romne—com-
mercial Righte to Tirana were uncertain during
NATO tperations—and then to the port city of
Bari. As preateangad, in Bari | met a Canedian vol-
unteer, Chelses, o shaze the overnight ferrey ride 1o
Albania. In Durtes we were captured by an enec-

renewable resources while you live in a rural
Costa Rican community, Rective a gencral orien-
tation on the subject of bamboo, walk in 2
botanical garden, participaie in the developmint
of a small plantation and assume workshop tasks
utilizing bamboee. Mo speelal skills required.
Dates: Year-round, | month seuions, beginning the
L& of each month. Gos: $750 for 13t mnnth, 5600
additional monthe. Includes privare slecping space,
shared bath, meals. Alrfare ad insurance not tichid-
+d. Contact: Patrcia Encheon, Apdo. 295-7210
Guapiles, Costa Rica; fax 011-506-710-2264;
brier99®yahoy. com.

ECUADOR

Ecotrackars Network
Ecotrackers volunteers work In small owns
ard villages in various regions of Ecuador 1o
help develop ecotaurism, work in clinics, teach
ish, plant trees, work with kids, or nse
whatever skills they are most able to provide.
Yoluntesr positions are customized to the
needs of the volunteers and the communities,
Volunteers must enroll in Spanlsh classes (at
the institute in Quito) 1f they dre not at an
Intermediate level.
Dates; Ongaing. Voluntesrs commil 2 or more weeky
al o time, Cogt: 355 reglstration fee in Quite, $7 a
day to host familics in communities for roam and
board, If sradying Spanish, students must pay for the
<ot of classes, and vhe regintration (e will be
vraived. Voluntétrs are responsible for theie ovn
transportation. and housing before and sfter the
[program, Write for surrent clus pelcer. Contact: Dr
Maximiitian Moreno, ECCHrackers NETwork, Av.
Amazenas ¥ Roca, Quits, Rousdor; 011-593-2-550-
208, [ax 01 |-553-2-561-620: ecotrackers_scoadord

hotrmai.com.
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bags muscled out of port on & large cart before we
conld protest. An hour luter Chelses and 1 entered
the Balkan Sunflowens Peace Hostel in Tirana,
Though most refigees returmed to Kosowo,
Ealkan Sunflowers continues work in Afbanis
and Macedonds, as well as in Kosovo. Our chil-

children
thousands of teddy bears, and much more.
Volunteers pay their own travel end day-to-day .
expenises gnd make a one-time contribution of
8120, BSF provides food, housing. and secident
msurance. For more information see [wiww.
Editor’s Note: Foi igre inforniation on voluntesrs
ing elsewherg In the Balkans see the
September/October 1999 issue of Transitons
Abyoad.

iy hogub g, Ko
response to orisis, w@or-

dinared Balkan Surflowers Kom activiriay since
July 1995,

EUROPE

L Pdon Guijote Spanish Schools
Offers Spanish kanguage courses in our §
schools in Spain and 5 partner schools in
Launoamerica. Our courses (sundard, inten-
sive, business, D.ELE, tourism, flight arten-
dants and refresher for teachers) are year
round, from 2 weeks on. Studeats can com-
bine different cities and schools, Academic
credit is available.

Dates Year round—fll, spring, winter, 2nd stmmer,
2 weeks 1o & full year of stody. Cost: Email or chock
welo sine for detaits. Contact: jtdon Guijote In-
Country Spanith Language Schooks, calle/Placentines
02, Salamanca 37008, Spaity; 011-34-923-268560,
fax 011-34-913-26801% amusa@donquifste.crg,
[ewsridonquifote org].

Toaching English In Japan

Two-year program to maximize linguistic and
cultural integration of partiopant who work
4 teachers' assistants, Placernents twice yearly
in Apr and Aug. Most positions axe in junior
high schoals in urban end rural sreas.
Bachelor's degree and willingness 1o learn
Inpanese requised.

Diates: Hiring for positions every Apr and Avg.
Applications sccepted year round, Cost: No applice-
tiom fesr, Contact: Institate for Bducation fa fapan,
Barlham College, 801 National Rd. Weat, D-200,
Richmond, IM 47374; B38-685-2726, fax 763-983-
1553, {wwwiearThanoedul ~get].

LATIN AMERICA

Volunteer Positions

In Costa Rica, Mexico, Guarennala, Ecuddor,
Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, Various positions In
the fields of health care, education, tourism,
ESL, business, law. marketing, sdministrative,
environmental, and social work. Additional
customized options wvailable. Four weeks to 6
months. Incxpensive lodging in homestays or
dorms. Some pogitions provide free room and
board.

Dates: iar round. Flexible stant dates. Cost: 5350
placement and application fee. Tegvel insurance and
pré-departure preparation induded. Lodging costs
depend on lecation. Contact: AmeriSpan Unlimited,
PO, Box 40007, Philadelpha, PA 19106; $00-579-
G640, Fax 215-753-1108 mMmaiutum
|wwwamerispan.com].

T

Bicultural Frograms IMAC

Spanith in Guadalajara is more than a clasy-
room. Group sizes of | to 5. Guadalajara offers
the conveniences of o modern aty. We are o
few hours drive 1o Puerto Vallarta, Homestays
with only 1 student per family. Hotel discounts
available. Free Internet and empail access,
Exeursions and extracurricular activities.
Diates: Year rownd. Group chasses start every Monday
Individual watoring may begin any day, Easter vaca-
tian Apr 16-30. Christrnas vacation Dée 18, 2000-Fan
1, 2001, Cast: Contact arganizetions for details.
Contact: Leticla Oroco, Institoto Mixico Americano
de Cultura, Dontata Guerra 10, Guadalsfarn, Jalisco,
44100 Mexico; 011-52-3-613-1080, fax 011-52-3-
£13-4621; spanish-imac@imec-ucedu.ms,
Fwwrwspanish-school com mx).

Mar de Jade Ocaan-iront Rasort
Tropicsl ocean-front retreat center in'a srall
fshing village on a beautiful half-mile beach
mrthofhum‘-’hllarﬂ.&mnundwdbyhth

jungle with the warm, cear sea at our door,
enjoy swimming, hiking. horseback riding,
massage, and imeditation. Study Spanith in
small groups. Gin insight into local caltore by
optional volunieer wok in community pro-
Jects, such as rural community dinic, our local
library, or & model home garden. Mar de Jade
aleo has meeting facilivies and provides a
serene and intimale setting for group events.
Dgtes Year round. Cost: Twenty-one day
volunieer/Spanish program May-Nav 15 §1,000 (su-
dent discount wailable); Nov 15-Apr $1.080.
Includes room und board in a shared occupancy
oo and 15 hours per week of volunteer work.
Vacation: May-Nov 15 room and boasd §50 per
night Nov 16-Apr $55 per night. Spanish %80 per
wioek with minkmum | week (6 nights) stay, Contact:
In Mexico: Tel/fax 011-52-322-2-3524, U5 mailing
addness: 3051 Siecpre Vies Rd., Suits 78-344, San
Diego, CA 92173-3a24; info@mardejede.co,
[www.mardejade com|.
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